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SUBJECT: MOZAMBIQUE CATHOLIC CHURCH BACKS INDEPENDENCE AND 
AFRICANIZATION 

1. ON JULY 3 THE PRESBYTERIAL COUNCIL OF THE LOURENCO MARQUES 
ARCHDIOCESE ISSUED A LENGTHY STATEMENT ON MOZAMBIQUE CONDI- 
TIONS CONTRASTING SHARPLY WITH CONSERVATIVE LINE FOLLOWED 
BY ARCHBISHOP CUSTODIAO ALVIM PEREIRA PRIOR TO APRIL 25. 

LONG TEXT HAS BEEN PUBLISHED ONLY IN CHURCH-OWNED DIAIRO, 

AND HAS RECEIVED LITTLE PUBLICITY ELSEWHERE. FOLLOWING ARE 
SOME OF PRINCIPAL POINTS RAISED BY COUNCIL: 

A. INDEPENDENCE: COUNCIL SAYS "WE BELIEVE PEACE WILL BE 
THE IMMEDIATE FRUIT OF THE RECOGNITION OF THE RIGHT OF 
MOZAMBIQUE TO INDEPENDENCE" IN ORDER THAT IT CAN CHOOSE ITS 
DESTINY AND POLITICAL/SOCIAL REGIME. JUSTICE, PEACE AND 
PROSPERITY WILL REIGN "IN A NEW AND INDEPENDENT MOZAMBIQUE 
IN WHICH THE NEGRO MAJORITY OCCUPIES THE PLACE TO WHICH IT 
HAS A RIGHT". FINALLY. IT IS THE DUTY OF ALL TO PREPARE AND 
BUILD THE "GREATNESS OF AN INDEPENDENT MOZAMBIQUE IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE". THIS POSITION IS VERY DIFFERENT FROM ARCH 
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A GOAL WHICH THE CHURCH NEED SUPPORT. 

B. CRIMES: COUNCIL POINTS OUT, AMONG FAILINGS OF RECENT 
PAST, "SILENCE OF CHURCH IN THE LIGHT OF CERTAIN EVENTS, IN 
THE DENUNCIATION OF INJUSTICES, AND THE DEFENSE OF RIGHTS 
OF MAN". THIS IS CLEAR REFERENCE TO OFFICIAL SILENCE OF 
CHURCH WITH REGARD ALLEGED ATROCITIES (WIRIYAMU, ETC.) 

OF PORTUGUESE TROOPS, AND ITS REFUSAL TO AIR ATROCITY REPORTS 
MADE BY MISSIONARIES AND A FEW BISHOPS. 

C. AFRICANIZATION: COUNCIL CALLS FOR BISHOPS COMMITTED TO 
"CAUSE OF AN AFRICAN CHURCH", FOR NUNS "SEEKING AN AUTHEN- 
TICALLY AFRICAN RELIGIOUS LIFE", AND FOR THE SEARCH FOR 
"FORMS AND EXPRESSIONS (OF RELIGION) MORE APPROPRIATE FOR 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF A LOCAL CHURCH". FINALLY, COUNCIL SAYS 
THAT "AFRICAN NUNS AND PRIESTS, BECAUSE THEY ARE BASED IN 
THE PEOPLE ITSELF, ARE THE MOST APPROPRIATE AND CAPABLE ... 

FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A TRULY LOCAL CHURCH. ROOTED IN 
AFRICA'S OWN VALUES", WHILE NON- AFRICAN CLERGY MUST "IDENTIFY 
AS FAR AS POSSIBLE WITH THE WAY OF LIFE AND ACTION OF THE 
AFRICAN PEOPLE, AND TRY TO ACCEPT AND APPLY (PASTORAL 
PROJECTS) IN AN AFRICAN CONTEXT". 

2. FOR MOZAMBIQUE CHURCH, WHICH DESPITE RUMBLINGS FROM 
WITHIN (AND FROM NON-PORTUGUESE MISSIONARIES SERVING IN 
MOZAMBIQUE) HAS TRADITIONALLY IDENTIFIED WITH PORTUGAL AND 
WITH PORTUGUESE "CIVILIZING MISSION", COUNCIL STATEMENT 
REPRESENTS A MAJOR SHIFT, AND AN OBVIOUS EFFORT TO ADJUST 

TO THE NEW CONDITIONS CREATED BY PORTUGUESE REVOLUTION. 

3. IT IS WIDELY RUMORED THAT ARCHBISHOP PEREIRA WILL SHORTLY 
BE REPLACED; PRINCIPAL CANDIDATES FOR THE SUCCESSION ARE 
BISHOPS FERREIRA DA SILVA OF TETE AND MANUEL VIEIRA PINTO 

OF NAMPULA. BISHOP VIEIRA PINTO, LONG THE SPOKESMAN OF 
MOZAMBIQUE CHURCH’S MOST LIBERAL WING, WAS FORCED INTO 
EXILE SHORTLY BEFORE APRIL 25 AND HAS NOT YET RETURNED; IN 
PASTORAL LETTER PUBLISHED JULY 6 HE APPEALED THAT "THE GUNS 
BECOME SILENT AND FROM A HAPPILY INITIATED DIALOGUE THERE 
BE BORN A WORTHILY INDEPENDENT MOZAMBIQUE". 
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